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Wall & Floor Tiling         Under Tile Heating 

Waterproof Tanking         Free Quotations 
 
Tel 01837 52013            Mob 07729  460746  

 

C. J. Steer & Sons Ltd 
Funeral Directors 

Est 1969 
 

24 hour Service  
All Facilities 

 
Homefield, Station Road, Bow 

 

Tel: 01363 82414       Mobile: 07785 540248 

  

FORE STREET GARAGE 

( Proprietor: Kevin Hodge) 
Fore Street, North Tawton 

Tel: 01837 82006 

M.O.T. TESTING STATION 
Servicing and Repairs to all makes and models 

Competitive Rates            Fully Qualified Mechanic 
GoodGarageScheme.com 

( Registered Member ) 
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NICHOLS NYMET 

HOUSE 

 
MANOR HOUSE BED AND BREAKFAST  

& SELF CATERING COTTAGES  
www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk  

email mandpgoodman@outlook.com 

Tel 01837 82626 
 

For all your accommodation requirements –  
When family and friends come to stay use us as guest rooms. 

 Peaceful location 1.5 miles from North Tawton 
WITH WONDERFUL VIEWS 

We offer three large bedrooms all with  
en-suite bathrooms including a family suite  

for up to 5.  
Full English Breakfast using finest produce. 

Rates from £45 per person per night –  
Children half price. 

 
Also we can offer Self Catering Cottages available on a 

weekly basis. 
Please see our Trip advisor reviews and Facebook pages. 

 
Weirford House 

in picturesque Sampford Courtenay 
 

Well equipped Garden Barn for self-catering  
or bed and breakfast 

 
Avril Flanagan - 01837 89132 

 
5* ratings on Google.      See our website for details 

 

www.weirfordhouse.co.uk          avril@weirfordhouse.co.uk 

http://www.devonbedandbreakfast.co.uk/
mailto:mandpgoodman@outlook.com
http://www.weirfordhouse.co.uk


From The Rectory  

 

This is the year that over half the world’s population will 
go to the polls to elect their governments.  When you read 
this our nation will be about to vote in local elections and 
later this year we are promised our own general election.  
It is good to have so many billions of people giving their 
say in how their nations and communities are run.  But at 
the same time, it is at the time of elections that we also see 
the divisions in societies come to the fore.  For us, 
divisions such as rich and poor, rural and city, 
conservative and progressive.   
Such divisions are everywhere in our world.  We might 
point to the conflicts still raging today – we hear regularly 
about Gaza and Ukraine, but the Geneva Academy lists 
110 ongoing armed conflicts.  At the other end of the 
scale, we see divisions in the communities and families 
we are a part of and cause us sadness and regret.  From 
nations down to individuals, humans seem to naturally 
create divisions. 
But God has a plan!  We are in the middle of the season of 
Easter which runs from Easter Sunday to the festival of 
Pentecost on 19th May.  In both festivals the church 
remembers what Christians see as the beginning of the 
solution to human divisions. 
At Easter we remember the world-changing event of the 
death and resurrection of Jesus.  Speaking of the divisions 
between Jewish and non-Jewish people (both Jesus and 
Paul were Jewish), St Paul says: 

Jesus’s purpose was to create in himself one new 
humanity out of the two, thus making peace, and 
in one body to reconcile both of them to God 
through the cross, by which he put to death their 
hostility.   

Part of Jesus’s Easter work was to enable a new type of 
deep peace between people who had been long divided.  
The early church was a glorious and unprecedented, 
united community across this divide.  The day of  
Pentecost also gives us a wonderful picture of God  

 
overcoming divisions created by humans.  As God sends 
the first Christians the gift of his Spirit – coming in the 
form of tongues of fire and a rushing wind – the gathered 
disciples praise God in different languages: 

Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing 
Jews from every nation under heaven. When they 
heard this sound, a crowd came together in 
bewilderment, because each one heard their own 
language being spoken. Utterly amazed, they 
asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking 
Galileans? Then how is it that each of us hears 
them in our native language? …’ 

This is a picture of the work of God’s Spirit bringing 
together a people from every tribe and language and 
nation.  Bringing together people separated by barriers of 
language by overcoming this barrier.  God’s plan was to 
heal the divisions which humanity has created through 
coming in Jesus and suffering himself the hate, violence, 
and injustice and so open a path the love, forgiveness, and 
peace. 
What does this look like in practice?  In Jesus, we find 
something so glorious, amazing, and good that as we look 
to him and marvel at him, we find that what unites us is so 
much more than what divides us, and our differences 
begin to fall away.  The church is meant to be a people 
who have been loved so much by Jesus that that love 
overflows for each other.  A unity that is so much more 
than just tolerance.  Sadly, the church has not always kept 
up this vision of Jesus because the church too is full of 
fallible humans, but God promises that one day his vision 
will be achieved.  Then his love will heal all divisions and 
all will be perfect peace and unity through all creation.  In 
the meantime, let’s continue to do all we can, with God’s 
help, to bring peace and reconciliation to the divisions we 
see among us.    David Spence 

ROUNDABOUT Page 3 

     

   
  
 
 
 Drop in anytime between 10.30 a.m. –12 noon 

in the Mortimer  Room 
St. Peter’s Church 

2nd & 4th Tuesday of the month 
 

          May l4th & 28th 
 

      For more information contact 
               Jo Fear      01837 82553 
 

Date for your diary:  
 

Sampford Courtenay Open Gardens,  
Sunday, 30th June, 11a.m. - 4 p.m.  

 

    Another Diary Date For Your Diary: 
   

      BONDLEIGH  
Grand Plant Sale - 25th May at 10 a.m. - 

 more details on Page 11 
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    ashmanhandyman@icloud.com 



 

Roundabout 
 
 

 is published for the community on  
behalf of the four parish churches of North Tawton,  
Sampford Courtenay, Bondleigh and Honeychurch. 

 

Opinions expressed by contributors are their own 
and are not necessarily endorsed by the Church,  

by the PCC,  
by members of the four churches, or by the Editors. 

 
Contributions should be sent to 
Hilary and Richard Edwards, 

Shellsley, 
Exeter Street, 

      North Tawton, 
EX20 2BZ 

 (tel. 01837 82376) 
 

     E mail: nt.roundabout@gmail.com  
no later than noon on the13th of the month  

before publication is required  
(and earlier, if possible) 

 
 

New advertisers are always welcome. 
Advertisements can be arranged for shorter periods 

than one year or for single editions. 
 

Visit Roundabout on its own website: 
www.northtawtonroundabout.com 

(There are also links online via the websites of the  
North Tawton Town Council and the  

 Sampford Courtenay Village Council). 
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If you would like to talk to one of the team, please 

contact: 
 

North Tawton 
 Rhona & Ken Bragg    01837 82343  
 Jackie Tye           01837 880479 
   
Sampford Courtenay/Honeychurch   
 Rory Robinson  07811 324154  
 Lynn Robinson  07966477465 
 

Bondleigh  
 Danny Semorad  01837 82319 
 Lin Warre   01837  82089 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
North Tawton Community Land Trust is up and 
running.  The Founding Board is meeting  
regularly to establish its good governance and to 
look for sites that might be developed with a 
Housing Association to provide socially rented 
homes for local people. 
Please watch this space for news and details of the 
postponed public meeting. 
You can find out more about Community Land 
Trusts at https://
 www.communitylandtrusts.org.uk/ 
                       and we have a Facebook page at  
                  North Tawton community land trust. 

mailto:nt.roundabout@gmail.com
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Deborah Taylor 
Registered Childminder 

 

 
 

 

 
Churchward 

     Sampford Courtenay 
01837 82743 

 

                       TONY DAY 
 

         Heating and Plumbing 
 

 
Main and LPG Gas 

Gas Safe Registered 

 

01837 83702     07773 966201 

Reg No 191548 

 

Angels Hair Salon 
 

Hair in the  Square ·  01837 82430 
 

Modern Unisex Hair Salon 
 

 Official Suppliers of Tigi Hair products 
        Modern salon with the most up to date equipment 

 Free to join Reward Scheme 

 Cosmetics for sale at below high street prices 

 Exclusive salon hire available for private functions 
 

Tuesdays  -  Wednesdays  -  Thursdays  -  Fridays 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Saturdays 
Phone for Appointment 

 
11 The Square, North Tawton, EX20 2JD 

KEVIN RICE 
FULLY QUALIFIED BUILDER & DECORATOR 

With 40 years experience in and around  

North Tawton. 

 
All aspects of building work from small repairs to 

new builds undertaken by a local tradesman who 
cares about quality and personal service. 

Contact Kevin 

Mobile:  07749 674357       

BROADBURY LANDCARE 
 

All aspects of Garden Maintenance  

and Landscaping 
 

Andrew Barton 07532 216216 
 

Fully Qualified Fully Insured 
Free Estimates 

  

   
Older Property Building Surveys 

 Thatched or slate properties built of Cob or Stone. 

 Custom Thatched Roof Surveys. 

 Weekend "Hands on" Thatching Courses. 
 

Master Thatcher and Residential Property Surveyor 
www.thatchedhomeinspector.co.uk                

Ring Charles on  01647 231 706 or 07771512670 
Holland Park Farm, South Tawton, 

Okehampton. EX20 2PP 



 

Cemetery Matters (Exeter Street) 
Following the Cemetery memorial inspection carried out by an external qualified contractor in 2023, the 
Council has been unable to contact next of kin for the following headstones.  Under the exclusive right 
of burial, the grave owner or their next of kin are responsible to maintain the headstone/memorial. 
For the Council to meet its legal obligations with regards to health and safety, if next of kin for the  
following headstones are not traced by 31st May 2024, the council’s appointed contractor, FJ Stevens & 
Son, Stone Masons, will lower (sink) each headstone into the ground, in an upright position, leaving 
a height of less than 625mm above ground level, thereby making it ‘safe’, at taxpayers’ expense  
totalling £980.00 
If you have any concerns or identify as next of kin or have any information in relation to next of kin for 
the following graves, please do not hesitate to contact the Town Clerk. 
 
C15/C16 William & Elizabeth LEE   D149/D150 Emma & Florence NINNIS 
G110 Sarah TOWELL & Marjorie FARLEY G134 William & Bessie MATTHEWS 
F83 Dorothy & Reginald STEVENS  C133 John PIKE      
C174 Ivy ALLEN      G143 George HAMLYN  
C229 William HILL     D46 Catherine ADAMS  
D188 Elsie ROUNSELY    F45 Albert WILLCOCKS 
F95 Arthur MALLETT     F192 Sydney PALMER 
F149 Laura & Honor ADAMS   F213 Olive PRIEST & Walter MORTIMER 
F222 Monica & Lionel BLACKWELL  F247 William & Rosina LOWE 
F2227 Francis & Mabel CROSSMAN  B109 Thomas & Grace ROCKEY 
B111 Valery HELMAN     E20 Winifred HILL     
  
Single-Use Plastic Free Cemetery 
 
Please ‘come with us’ on our journey to make your cemetery ‘single-use plastic’ free by 1st September 
2024.  We encourage all users of the cemetery to dispose of oasis, silk ribbon, plastic trays, cellophane 
etc. in the appropriate bins behind the chapel of rest (or take them home for recycling) and consider 
use of cut flowers or re-usable/recycled and/or bio-degradable memorial items for the sake of our  
environment. 
In accordance with the Cemetery Terms & Conditions, the placement of shrubs, and trees, potted 
plants and flowers is prohibited unless contained within the base of the approved memorial.   
Our grounds contractor will remove wreath and dead flowers when withered.  Christmas wreaths will be 
removed by the end of February.  
 
Next Council Meeting in Tuesday 7th May 2024, 7.30pm Town Council Office.  The Council offers an 
open forum between 7.15 and 7.30, and eight days’ notice is required to the Clerk if you wish to speak 
to the Council at the open forum.  If you wish to make a presentation or raise any issue with the council 
for a response at the following months meeting, please contact the Clerk at least eight days before the 
meeting.    
Public period during the meeting - members of the public may make representations, answer questions 
and give evidence at a meeting which they are entitled to attend in respect of the business on the 
agenda only.   
Please quote agenda item number where applicable.  Time is limited to 2 minutes per person. In  
accordance with standing order 3(f), a question shall not require a response at the meeting nor start a 
debate on the question. The chair of the meeting may direct that a written or oral response be given. 
              
             Melanie Bickell,  Town Clerk 
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NORTH TAWTON TOWN COUNCIL 
Town Clerk:  Melanie Bickell 

 
14A The Square 

North Tawton  
EX20 2EP 

Tel: 01837 880121 
e-mail: townclerk@northtawtontowncouncil.gov.uk 
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 For experienced, 
local advice you can trust 
T. 01837 52379 
www.peterslaw.co.uk 

1 West Street, Okehampton  

 

 

WINDOWS-DOORS-CONSERVATORIES-JOINERY 

(Covering the whole of Devon) 

HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS BACKED UP BY OVER 25 YEARS 

EXPERIENCE HELPING CUSTOMERS TO IMPROVE THEIR 

HOMES 

Why not give them a call to see what they can do for you 

and your property........ 

01837 54019 or enquiries@okehamptonglass.com 

www.okehamptonglass.com 

 

 



 
QUAKERS  

 
Ockment Centre,  

   North Street,  
   Okehampton 

 EX20 1AR  
Sundays at 10.30 a.m. 

All visitors welcome 

 

North Tawton Afternoon W.I. 
 

Ramblings of a North Tawton W.I. Member 
 
Made my first ever simnel cake this Easter. How hard could it be? A fruit cake with marzipan applied in  
strategic places. Consulted Mary Berry and Delia. The fruit cake bit went well so far as ingredients, mixing 
and transferring into the prepared tin. And then it happened. It ‘peaked’. Instead of staying ‘spirit level’ evenly 
flat, the top was very rounded. Not happy. Husband suggested cutting the top off/turning it over – there 
wouldn’t have been much cake left to marzipan. So I battled on. Applied the top layer of marzipan. Okay so 
far. Time to apply my 11 disciples. They rolled off. I squashed them back on. Don’t think ‘flattened’ disciples 
will win any baking awards. 
Ever visited the Museum of Dartmoor Life in Okehampton? Husband and I spent several fascinating hours 
there a couple of years ago. Kristy Turner – the manager /curator of this lovely little gem - was our April 
speaker and she came armed with a superb presentation which went into incredible detail about the history of 
the building/the people/the collections and her plans for the future. So, here’s a few random facts to encourage 
you to visit if you haven’t.  
It was built in 1811 by Napoleonic prisoners on the site of a medieval burgage plot and was originally a grist 
mill. The waterwheel to the side of the building was taken from a mill which is now under the water of  
Roadford reservoir. Sydney Simmons – a great entrepreneur and generous benefactor to Okehampton – was 
born in 1840 in a cottage, adjacent to the museum, which is now the Victorian Pantry Tea Rooms. The  
formation of the Okehampton and District Museum Association oversaw the fundraising and the eventual  
purchase of the building in 1979 and the museum opened its doors to the public on 4th July 1981. Alan 
Endacott started the very first collection in the museum by donating an English Civil War cannonball that he 
had found on Dartmoor when he was a young boy – the museum now has a huge variety of themes and  
collections covering all aspects of life on Dartmoor. The ‘exhibition space’ has already been used to present 
the stories of ‘When the Train Came to Town’, ‘A Right Royal Exhibition’ and ‘Dyeing on Dartmoor’ with 
this year’s exhibition all about Dartmoor’s link with ‘Magic and Myth’. The museum has won two awards 
recently – a bronze award in the 2023/2024 South West England Tourism Awards and a silver in the ‘Visit 
Devon’s’ Best Small Visitor Attraction. Kristy finished with a plea for more volunteers to join their friendly, 
hard working and dedicated team. So, if you haven’t been yet – you know what to do. 
We’ve had guests in our spare bedroom since the beginning of January. They’re very quiet. Wouldn’t really 
know they’re there. They just lie there. Chitting. Husband stares at them and mutters to himself. Never before 
have weather forecasts been met with such deep groans of despair. Never before have the seed spuds been 
such a tense topic of conversation. And don’t mention buying pasta or rice instead. I made that mistake  
recently. Quite innocently. Tried to gloss over my error. Tried to move the conversation on. But the damage 
was done.  His expression said it all.            ‘My wife doesn’t understand me’       
               Sue Knott 
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North Street Chapel 

 
Coffee and Chat 

 
2nd Wednesday monthly 

 
Next meetings 8th May 

 
10-11.30 a.m.  

 
BOW & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

 

Monday 20th  May 
 

 Exeter Ship Canal  
speaker from Topsham Museum   

 

7.15 for 7.30 p.m.  
 

Bow Village Hall EX17 6HU  
 

Annual Membership £15  
free to people under 18  

 

Visitors welcome £4.  
Tea/coffee biscuits included.  

 

Enquiries 01363 82468 

St Peter's North Tawton APCM.  
 Wednesday 15th May 2024  

at 7:30pm  
in St Peter's Church. 

All welcome.  
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M C Poole Contractors                   Digger hire with driver 

Most work undertaken.    General drainage and Ground Work 

CITB 
Tel: 01837 83130        Mobile: 07970 653827 

 
 
 
 
 

Dedicated teams of farm and companion animal vets. 
North Tawton        01837 82327 

  Okehampton          01837 658777 
  Hatherleigh          01837 810455 

www.northparkvets.co.uk 
      Farm: Emergency, routine, herd health, small holders. 

Pets: Vaccinations, neutering, nurse clinics, x-ray and operation 
facilities in all surgeries. 

Tel: 01837 82271           W J Morris & Sons 
                         

 ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS & CON-
TRACTORS      Established 1953 

 
                     Timber Yard, Sampford Courtenay 

                                    Okehampton EX20 2TB 
 
FARM, DOMESTIC & INDUSTRIAL INSTALLATIONS,  
EMERGENCY LIGHTING, FIRE & SECURITY ALARMS  
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We are looking ahead to St. James' Church having a com-
postable toilet (not really a combustible toilet!!) situated 
behind the bell tower so this year's Grand Plant Sale will 
be raising funds towards it. 
  
  
St. James' Combustible Toilet 
  
Stop the Church Wardens, please stop them!! 
they really do not have a clue, 
they are steaming ahead with the planning 
of St. James' Combustible Loo. 
  
This could have quite dire consequences 
as decomposition begins to take hold, 
the methane produced will be flammable  
whereas urea can tend to explode. 
  
There needs to be consideration 
to Health & Safety, I have got to be clear, 
it will not be a penny you're spending 
but thousands could just disappear!! 
  

  
 
 
 
 
We will have our usual wide variety of flowering and  
vegetable plants on offer to re-stock your garden and 
guarantee a successful season ahead. Come along and 
enjoy coffee and cake whilst sharing gardening tips with 
friends and neighbours. There will also be a draw with 
many delightful prizes to be won! 
  
Thank you to you all and we will look forward to seeing 
you. 
  
Caroline (82240) 
on behalf of 
St James' PCC 
  

St. James' Grand Plant Sale - Saturday, 20th May at 10.00am 
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Robinson Plant Ltd 
www.robinsonplant.co.uk 

 

A family firm with over 30 years  
experience 

 

All aspects of earthworks, ground works 
and hard landscaping including: 

 

Site Excavation 
Concreting and Driveways 

Stone Walling 
Paving and Patios 

Brickwork and Block work 
Foundations and Ground works  

Land Drainage and Ponds  
 

Office: 01837 89065 
Mobile: 07909 998945 

 Email: alec@robinsonplant.co.uk  

http://www.robinsonplant.co.uk
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BONDLEIGH RAINFALL 
 
Will be back next month ! 
 

News from the Moor         

Hi everyone, 
As I write this update, there is a rare day of sunshine after what has been a very tricky Easter 
holiday with several days of high winds and weather warnings. We have had to close on quite 
a few days in order to make sure our staff, volunteers and visitors are kept safe. On a more 
positive note, the various trails have been very popular when we have been able to open and 
there have been lots of happy families taking part in the activities hidden around the grounds 
and gardens. 
 
Easter weekend was nicely busy at all of our places and, once again, huge thanks to our 
neighbours who have been so welcoming and patient with our visitors trying to get to us and 
find somewhere to park. We chatted with several local folks who had come out for a nice  
early walk or horse ride before the crowds arrive – it really helps us to manage the car park 
and entrance areas. May will bring another two bank holiday Mondays so thanks again in  
advance to our locals for their support. 
 
In other news, we are just starting a project in collaboration with Oxford University focused on 
the way stately home nurseries were used during the Second World War. The nurseries at 
Castle Drogo were used for children evacuated from large cities such as Liverpool and  
London with 45 children relocated to the safety of Drogo. We have some photographs, letters 
and articles about life at Drogo during this time but we would love to hear about any other  
local stories or memories related to this.  
 
The nursery school at Castle Drogo was run by Mary Drewe and Miss Brotherston, who later 
both relocated to Exmouth to set up a school there. We are also keen to hear from people 
who might remember this; in particular, from people who remember Mary and Miss  
Brotherston – what were they like? What are your memories of them? If there is anything you 
would like to share, please do drop me a line or pop in to chat with the team. 
 
Finally, a very early date for your diary. The annual celebration of St. Clement, the patron 
saint of blacksmiths, will be taking place at Finch Foundry on Saturday 23 November. We are 
once again hosting our local blacksmiths as they mark this special day full of demonstrations, 
dancing and the traditional firing of the anvil. We’d love to see you there so please save the 
date. 
 
Best wishes everyone, 
 
Paula  
Volunteering & Community  
Manager, Dartmoor 
07826 945107,     paula.clarke@nationaltrust.org.uk           

Tuesday 7th May 7.30pm,  
North Tawton Community Centre 

 
Graham and Towse Harrison will present an 

entertaining talk on  
Roman Medicine (Science and Superstition). 
The talk will give insight into how the Romans 
thought the human body worked and what their 
physicians did to treat disease and injury. You 

may be surprised! 
Tickets £4 available from Sheila Riley  

text 07890 850877  

or email sheila@sheilariley.co.uk 

The Guides and Rangers  
are holding  

A General Knowledge Quiz  
on Saturday 4th May in the Town Hall,  

doors open at 7 p.m. quiz starts at 7.30 p.m.  
Teams of 6 maximum, £3 per adult and £1 for a 

child under 16.  
Tea, coffee and cakes will be for sale and a raffle. 

Everyone welcome. 



SM Plumbing & Heating 
Stuart Moffat 

 
Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

 

Contact me 
on 

07738 759606  or  01837 880067 
 

No.519960     stuartmoffat2@h otmail.com 

 
Taw Va l l ey Dental Care 

 
56 Fore Street 
North Tawton 

EX20 2DT 
 

Telephone: 01837 880096 
 

Oral Health Accessible to All 
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The Armed Forces Veterans Breakfast Club  
meets on the third Saturday of the month  

at Jen’s Café  
in The Square at North Tawton  

from 0930 – 1130 hours. 
 

We are open to all Armed Forces and Reservist Veterans of 
all three Services. 

For more information contact Ian on 07879881159. 

Book sale  
 

There will be a book sale at 19 Fore Street on Saturday 
18th and Sunday 19th May from 10a.m. to 4 p.m.  

Proceeds for the Ranger and Guide visit to  
Switzerland this summer to see one of the four World 

Guiding Centres at Adelboden. 

mailto:stuartmoffat2@hotmail.com
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   News From North Tawton Community Primary School  
 
North Tawton Park  
 

Our Year Six children have been designing and constructing models of parks in Design and Technology lessons. They 
have used saws, glue guns and lots of creativity!  
They shared their designs with the whole school to start the conversation about our own North Tawton Park. The Town 
Council has a working party looking at how to best maintain and redesign the park equipment and facilities.  
All of the pupils have been asked:  

What is the best thing about the park? 
What would you like to see there to make it better? 

Our children are looking forward to presenting their ideas to the group for consideration at the next Town Council  
meeting.  
Please add your voice to the consultation. There is a link to a short questionnaire in the North Tawton School newsletter 
which can be found on the school website under School News.  
Do see our school website for class blogs and our latest news.  

 
Tara Penny  Principal  
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Sampford CourtenayVillage Hall 
Tuesday evenings 6 - 7.30 p.m. 

and 
North Tawton Bowls Club 

Tuesday mornings 10.30 p.m. - 12 noon 
£10 per session 

 

Have you tried yoga before and thought oh that’s not for 
me?  

Or, I’m not bendy enough? Or  I’m too old…stop right 
there….. 

You can start yoga at any age, any ability. I didn't start until 
I was 39 and have been teaching for nearly 20 years.  There 

will always be some postures that I cannot do, we are all 
unique, but for me, that’s not the true aim of yoga.  We are 
living in a busy world again, so by having some space and 
time just for you, we can remember how to work with the 
breath to regain some strength and increase our flexibility 
and have some time to rest and relax, you are looking after  
yourself, which is so very important for our physical and 

mental health. 
My style of teaching has been described as varied (no two 

classes are the same), adaptable (suits everyone, lots of 
variations depending on abilities) and most of all fun (takes 

more muscles to smile than frown). 
For more information or to book a place, please contact me  

onsarah@sarahsyoga.co.uk 
01837 849110 / 07592 377028 

To find out more about Sarah’s Yoga visit 
www.sarahsyoga.co.uk 
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North Tawton Repair Café would like to thank everyone who comes along to our events – it makes 
us all happy when we can fix something that would otherwise be thrown away. Did you know that 
you don’t have to have anything to fix in order to come along? We will be open on the dates below, 
and always have hot drinks available, and often soup, so please just pop along for a cuppa and a chat 
– we love meeting new people! 
 
We are also now able to offer repairs to computers and to bikes. Bikes must be booked in – please 
drop us a message on facebook, or call Ruth 01837 82207. 
 
11th May 2024 – 10 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. 
 
Please bring all items in prior to 12 noon, the earlier you bring them, the more likely we are to be 
able to look at them that day! 
At the Community Centre, Barton Street, North Tawton, EX20 2HN. 
 
For more information go to https://fb.me/NTRepairCafe  
If you’d like to find out about volunteering your skills, then please drop in or call Ruth. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
North Tawton Library of Things 
 
Join for £5 a year and borrow any of the items we have in the library for free. Open 5.30-6.30 every 
Thursday, in the Chapel of Rest. You can join online or with a paper form (available in the Post 
Office). Our library includes household tools, gardening equipment, beer and wine glasses, hoover 
and carpet cleaners, prams, travel cots, pet carriers, food dehydrator, dehumidifier and craft  
equipment! Why not pop along and have a look? 
https://northtawtonlibraryofthings.myturn.com/library/ 
 
We also have a mini scrapstore – come and take away some new craft materials and see what you 
can create! (The scrapstore will also be at the Repair Café for you to have a rummage). 
 

https://fb.me/NTRepairCafe
https://northtawtonlibraryofthings.myturn.com/library/
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Give bowls a go …… 
Come along to North Tawton  

Bowling Club  
at The Green in North Street  

on Sunday 12 May to give it a try  
(or to relax on the viewing  

balcony!) 
 – all you need is some flat soled 

shoes 
any time 1100 - 1500  

Bar and snacks available 
 

www.northtawtonbc.co.uk              

email ntbcsec@gmail.com 

Farewell 
 
I wanted to write and thank everyone for their 
kind words on hearing of my departure from 
Bow Medical Practice. 
After some 17 years as your GP, many of you 
have become friends and I have been touched 
by your many messages. 
Many of you I know by your first names,  
although I could never quite bring myself to 
calling ‘Uncle Bonzo’ from the waiting room! 
I have seen many of you grow and start f 
amilies of your own and sadly been present 
when many of your relatives have died. 
It has been a privilege to be your GP and I hope 
over the years I have helped some of you 
through your difficult times. 
I am moving on to pastures new but will never 
forget, the, support, and thoughtfulness many 
of you have shown me during some difficult 
times. 

 
With Best Wishes for the future. 
 
Dr. A.M.J. Bower 

http://www.northtawtonbc.co.uk


 
 
NORTH TAWTON 
 RUGBY 
FOOTBALL CLUB 
 The Clubhouse is  

available to HIRE for  

PRIVATE FUNCTIONS 

Competitive Rates 

Ample Parking 

Now with free wifi  

 

  ALL EVENTS CATERED FOR 
 

 Call  
 SARAH on 0 1 8 3 7 8 2 7 0 4 
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A friendly, family run company aiming to provide a range of 
high quality arboricultural services to our Customers’ trees. 

 
 

Services include: 

Tree removals/ dismantles 
Tree pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping and dead wood  
removal 
Hedge trimming 
Stump grinding 
Tree planting 

 

All work is insured to £5 million, complies with  
relevant British standards and is carried out by  
appropriately trained and equipped professional  
arborists  
CALL NOW for friendly, professional advice and to  
arrange a FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE  
TEL: 07398268877 
EMAIL: adamofedentrees@gmail.com 
Check us out on Facebook and Instagram: 
@adamofedentrees 

 

WHITEGATES JOINERY 
BESPOKE JOINERY SPECIALISTS 

 
KITCHENS, STAIRS, DOORS,  
SLIDING SASH WINDOWS,  

CONSERVATION WORK 
 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE CALL ROGER 

 

01837 847682 / 07887731197 
 

E MAIL whitegates05@yahoo.com 
 
 

Practical Wood Working Lessons Available 



 

NORTH STREET CHAPEL  
SEWING CLUB 

6.30 - 9 p.m. 
(also knitting, crochet, cross stitch etc.) 

 

For further information contact 
               Charlotte Sampson 07706 942901 or  
 charlotte.sampson22@gmail.com 

 

May 20th  

 

 Sampford Courtenay Flower Club 
 
 

13th May 
 

Julia Harrison - Demo 
 

2.30 p.m. Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 
 

18th May 
Plant Sale & Coffee Morning 

10 - 12 noon 
 

For more information contact the Chairman,  
Nancy Passmore on 01837 54894 

 

Sampford Courtenay Parish Website: 
 
http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/ 
 
The website is managed by Julie Carpenter who can be 

contacted on  
 

juliec2911@hotmail.co.uk 
or  

admin@sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 
or by phone: 

          07866 605184 

 

READING GROUP 
 

Normally meets on the last Tuesday  
of the MONTH 

7.30 p.m.  
 

  for further information or to join 
contact Ann Palmer  

phone 01837 851659 
on annpalmer@lineone.net   

 

Little Seedlings                  
Playgroup 

North Tawton Primary  
School Hall 

Every Tuesday during  
term-time 
9 – 11 a.m. 

For babies & toddlers 0 – 4 yrs 
Admission £2 per family  

payable at the door 
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SAMPFORD COURTENAY VILLAGE HALL 
 FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
 
 
REGULAR ACTIVITIES:- 
  
PILATES           Monday  9.30 to 10.30 a.m. 
 
YOGA CLASSES            Tuesday 6 to 7.30 p.m.     
 
TAP DANCING         Thursday 11 a.m. to 12 noon 
 
CHEERFUL CHATTER GROUP   
 last Thursday of every  month 2 – 3 p.m. 
Tea/coffee, cake and an hour of friendly chatter  
 
TABLE TENNIS              Weekly—for details 
                ring 01837 851659  
 
FLOWER CLUB    2nd Monday of every  
         month 2.30 p.m. 
   
 
OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY:- 
 
Quiz & Puddings                Friday 26th April          
     7.30 p.m. start 
Dog Show       Saturday 1st June  
   1.30 p.m. (Judging from 2 p.m.) 
 
Grand Opening       Saturday 22nd June 
     2 p.m. 
 
Sampford Courtenay Open Gardens 
         Sunday 30th June  
     11a.m. to 4 p.m. 
 
Please see separate adverts or visit the parish  
website/facebook for more details on all of these 
events . www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 
 

 
NORTH STREET CHAPEL 

 

TEA AND PRAISE at 3 p.m. 
 

May 19th 
 

with 
Ken Harris 

 

mailto:charlotte.sampson22@gmail.com
http://www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk/


ROUNDABOUT Page 22 

Ladies who lunch 

 

 

 

 

Meet at the New Inn 

Sampford Courtenay 

at 12.30 p.m. on the 

fourth Wednesday of the month 

(unless otherwise advised) 

 

Pre-booking is essential  - please ring: 
 

 Jackie Mardon     01837 748116 

Debbie Manton, the New Inn 01837 82247 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FOR MORE INFO PLEASE CALL MARTIN ON 07817464420  
PARISH@BTINTERNET.COM                       FACEBOOK LOCAL LOGS                        WWW.LOCALLOGS.NET 

 

TRUCK LOAD     £120 
(1 m3) 
 

TRUCK & HALF £165 
 

DOUBLE LOAD  £220 
(2 m3) 

 

TRAILER LOAD £360 
(4 m3) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    

Email ;  josh@mdff.co.uk  
 www.mdff.co.uk 

Sampford Courtenay ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 

Wednesday 1 May 2024  at the Village Hall 
7 p.m. SCPC Annual General Meeting    
   followed by :- 
May 2024 SC Parish Council Meeting      
Interval with light refreshments           
   followed by :- 
8 p.m. Annual Parish Meeting  
 

The Annual Parish Meeting is a legacy from the Middle 
Ages, when Local Councils did not exist, and all local 
decision making was carried out by meetings of the 
whole community, taking place in the church vestry. It is 
open to all electors in the Parish, who have the right to 
attend and speak on local matters of interest.  In a parish 
with a local parish council, the Chair of that Council 
must, if they are present, take the Chair.  

This year, the Annual Parish meeting will consider the Parish 
Council priorities and ask parishioners for their thoughts 
and ideas. For example - renovating the Play area –  

 adding exercise equipment ? There will be a local  
 speaker – please look out for more details on the notice 

boards and the website: 
   www.sampfordcourtenay-pc.gov.uk 
The Annual Parish Meeting is your meeting – to put  

forward your ideas for Sampford Courtenay in the  
coming years.  We look forward to meeting you. 

 
Chair – Cllr. M. Wilson  Vice Chair Cllr. M. Carpenter          

Cllrs. C. Coleman, P. Collins, J. Mcllwraith,                                                                       
J. Moesel, V. Smedley, T. Squire. 

Parish Clerk – Malcolm Harris   clerkscpc@gmail.com 

mailto:josh@mdff.co.uk
mailto:clerkscpc@gmail.com


 The Whiddon Mission Community 
North Tawton, Bondleigh, Sampford Courtenay, Honeychurch  

Chagford, Gidleigh, Throwleigh, Drewsteignton, South Tawton, Spreyton and Hittisleigh,  

TEAM VICAR: North  Tawton     Rev’d. Dr. David Spence   (89243)   revdspence@gmail.com 

TEAM RECTOR: Chagford      Bishop Nick McKinnel 

ASSISTANT MINISTER: North Tawton     Rev’d. Rita Bullworthy (89168)         ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk 

CURATE: Chagford       Rev’d.  Dr. Harriet Every (01647 432402)  

PARISH WORKER: North Tawton     Mr. Wesley Cutler  (07540 127827)     wesleycutler@hotmail.co.uk 

  
CHURCHWARDENS 
St. Peter’s  North Tawton    Mr. Paul Andrews       (82648)    Mrs. Rhona Bragg     (82343) 
St. James’s Bondleigh Mr. Danny Semorad    (82319)  Mr. Graham Stokes   (82240)                                                                                   
St. Andrew’s Sampford Courtenay  Mr. Malcolm Craig     (880118)  Mrs. Sarah Hanks      (851287)
St. Mary’s Honeychurch Mr. Ray Squire           (851627)  Mr. Richard Weeks    (851269) 
 

(All numbers are 01837 numbers unless otherwise stated) 
 

Church web page address: http: //www.stpetersnorthtawton.org.uk/ 
Facebook:     https: //www.facebook.com/stpetersnorthtawton/ 

 

  MAY SERVICES at  
  St. Andrew’s Church 

S a m p f o rd C o u r t e n ay 
 

 

 
5th May   9.30 a.m.       Morning Worship 
 
 
9th May  10 a.m.     Ascension Day Service 
 
 
12th May    9.30 a.m.         Communion  
 
 
19th May   6.00 p.m.       Choral  Evensong 
 
 
26th May   9.30 a.m.      Communion 
       
 
      

 

MAY  SERVICES at  
St. Peter’s Church 

N o r t h Taw to n 

 

 

5th May      11 a.m. Morning Worship 
 
12th May    11 a.m. Informal Communion 
 
19th  May   11 a.m. Family Service 
 
26th May    11 a.m.    Traditional Communion 
 

 
  

 

MAY  SERVICES at  
St. James’s Church B o n d l e i g h 

 

5th May 9.30 a.m. Communion Service 
 
 
19th May 9.30 a.m. Communion Service 

MAY SERVICES at  
St. Mary’s Church  H o n eyc h u rc h  

 
5th May 3 p.m. Evensong / Communion 
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ORTHODOX CHURCH 
Devon Parish of Holy Prophet Elias 

For details of services contact 
Celia or Martin Olsson (82796)  

 
North Street Chapel Sundays  

May 2024  
Contact:    Mr. R. Sampson 07835 033062 

 
May 5th     11 a.m.   Special service Peter Daniels 
 
May 12th  11 a.m.   Breaking of Bread 
 
May 19th     3 p.m.   Tea and Praise - Ken Harris 
 

May 26th   11 a.m.   Worship service 

mailto:ritabullworthy@yahoo.co.uk


House Building ∙ Extensions ∙ Conservatories 
Barn Conversion · Brick, Block, Stone Work 
Driveway Paviours ∙ Rendering, Plastering ∙  

Patios Wall & Floor Tiling ∙  
Wood Work all fixings  

 

    IAN RICE Builder 
Sunnyridge, Moor View, North Tawton 

Devon EX20 2HW 
 

Mob: 0 7 9 6 7 4 1 8 1 1 0 

ipricebuilding@gmail.com 

Kevin 

     Osborne 
   Aerials & Satellite 
   City & Guilds NVQ 
 

0 1 3 6 3 7 7 7 1 9 0     0 7 8 4 1 6 4 4 3 9  5 
Aerial Upgrades ∙ All aspects of Installation and Repair 

 Discreet Installation ∙ Extra TV Points ∙ Existing Aerial &  
Satellite Problems Resolved ∙ DAB Radio Aerial 

Free Advice ∙ Free Quotation Service ∙ Free Signal Check 
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 LINDFIELD PLANTS  & EGGS 
CREDITON ROAD, SAMPFORD COURTENAY 

 

SEASONAL BEDDING / PERRENIALS / SHRUBS 
HANGING BASKETS 

COMPOST 40,50&75 Ltr./ CANES / HORSE POO £1.50 
Per Bag 

 
We Accept Credit and Debit Cards 

From Okehampton - Left Hand Side, just after Railway Bridge 
From N.Tawton - Right Hand Side, just before Railway Bridge 

 
LOOK FOR THE LINDFIELD PLANT SIGNS 

01837 880219   07806815558 



ANYONE WISHING TO PLACE A COMMERCIAL   

ADVERTISEMENT IN “ROUNDABOUT” IS  

INVITED TO CONTACT THE EDITORS FOR  

DETAILS OF ADVERTISING RATES. 

“Roundabout” is printed by 
Hedgerow Print 

13-14 Meadow Business Park 
Lords Meadow Industrial Estate 

Crediton EX17 1DN 

The Benefice Choir 

Under the direction of 
 

Roger Cleverdon 
 

Available to sing at 

WEDDINGS · BAPTISMS· FUNERALS 

Roger Cleverdon         01837 810320 
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POLICE  NON EMERGENCY 

PHONE NUMBER 101 

 

NORTH TAWTON TOWN HALL 

Bookings: Annette 07724 948031 

Secretary: Lin  01837 880031 

 

FROM THE REGISTERS There are no entries in the registers 

 

Devon Sensory Outreach Service   

NORTH TAWTON COMMUNITY CENTRE 
   Free, confidential and impartial service for people with 
hearing and or/visual impairment provided by the Sensory 
  Team,  Devon County Council. 
 Available on the third Thursday of each month in    
 North Tawton Community Centre, Barton Street. 
         10.30 a.m. and 12 noon. 
For further information contact: Care Direct 0345 155 1007 

Please continue to remember those who need help 
via the Food Bank box in St. Peter’s Church outer 
porch. It is accessible there during the day and  
contents are regularly  moved to the community 
kitchen in  Merry-Go-Round   Thank you.          

Be Still 

A short informal monthly service of themed  
prayers, reflections & readings and creating space to dwell in 

the presence of God 
 

St. Andrew’s Church,  Sampford Courtenay 
Fourth Thursdays at 10 a.m. 

 
The next date is Thursday May 23rd 

 
 

Exbourne, Sampford Courtenay & Jacobstowe WI 
 
The meeting was held on Tuesday 9th April and began with the President, Cherry Chidwick, asking for a minute’s silence 
in remembrance of our member Pat Hawkins. The speaker for the afternoon was Janet Downer on Dark Deeds of Devon. 
We were entertained with stories of ghostly sightings of a white lady seen at Buckfast Abbey, the mystery of the flowers 
left on Kitty Jay’s grave, and the adventures of an ancestor of the Carew Pole family who enjoyed life as a gypsy and a 
swindler. She was thanked for her enjoyable talk by Karen Hunter. 
Future events include a drama competition, cinema and theatre trips. The winner of something from Devon was Vera  
Collins and the flower of the month winner was Gillian Townsend Green. 
The next meeting will be at Exbourne Village Hall on the 14th May at 7p.m. with music and dancing from The  
Winkleigh Morris Dancers. 
New members are always welcome, please come along, learn something new, and enjoy some time with a lovely group of 
ladies.             Liz Moir 



   Church Flowers & Brass 
 

Sampford Courtenay 

 

 May    Barbara Smith 

 June    Lynn Robinson 

Honeychurch  
  
 May    Mary Pyle 
 June     Sue Svedang 
  

Bondleigh 
 

 May 5th /12th  Carol Jones  
 May 19th / 26th  Lin Warre 
 June 2nd / 9th  Bridget Higgs 
 June 16th / 23rd         Margaret Bridgman 
 June 30th   Rose Smith 

 
North Tawton 
  

Flowers 

  
 May  5th / 12th  Hilary Edwards 
 May 19th / 26th  Greta Stoneman 
 June 2nd / 9th  Nicky Buckett / 
               Jill Whiteley 
 June 16th / 23rd  Anita Lamey 
 June 30th   Sue Knott/  
          Ro Davies 
Brass 

May    Frances Brookes 
June    Nicky Buckett / 
               Jill Whiteley 
******************************       

North Tawton Residents 
 
Would anyone be interested in joining the  rota 
to do church flowers? 
We are always interested in having new  
arrangers and you do not need to have  
experience in flower arranging. 
If you would like to go on the rota please phone            
Sue Gray      01837 82464 
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Pause for thought 
 

     The eternal gates lift up their heads, 
 The doors are open wide, 
 The King of Glory is gone up 
 Unto his Father’s side. 
 
 And ever on the earthly path 
 A gleam of glory lies, 
 A light still breaks behind the cloud 
 That veils thee from our eyes.    
 
     Mrs. C. F. Alexander 

 
Libraries Unlimited -  

Home Library Service in Devon 
 

Have you just moved into the area 
and would like to find some way of meeting people and 
helping your new community? 
Or are you unable to get to the library? 
Devon Libraries has a wonderful free service for readers 
who are unable to get to the library because of health,  
mobility or caring responsibilities (this could just be a  
temporary or long-term situation). It is called the Home 
Library Service, where volunteers deliver books and  
audiobooks to the client in their own home or care setting, 
then collect and return them to the library.  
I have been co-ordinating this service in the Okehampton 
area for many years now and my team and I are always 
happy to see if our service will help new clients.  Those 
interested in becoming a volunteer have an informal chat 
with me and a member of staff at the library to talk through 
the role. There is then an application process which will 
include a DBS check as the role does include regular  
contact with vulnerable groups. Then following the  
volunteer application process, a prospective volunteer 
would have the opportunity to shadow one of my team on 
a Home Library visit. 
Many clients are able to choose and order their own books 
online.  But for those who are unable to do this, the Home 
Library volunteer will discuss client preferences with them, 
the genres of books and authors they like and choose 
items from library stock or order titles from the library  
catalogue for them.   
One benefit of being with the service is that you can  
borrow books and audiobooks for six weeks at a time and 
there is no charge for ordering titles from Devon Libraries 
stock.  
Devon Libraries also offers a ‘Good Neighbours’   
membership for friends, neighbours and family wishing to 
choose and deliver books to people not able to get to the 
library. Good Neighbours membership has various benefits 
ensuring library services are available to all - for more  
details contact your local library. 
Our Home Library team is a small and friendly group and 
we would love to help more people, so we welcome  
volunteers and clients. Visits are very individual, some  
clients may need a visit every fortnight, some may only 
need a visit every few months. We liaise to suit both the 
client and the volunteer. 
 
Jan Goffey HLS Co-ordinator  
 
To receive the service or become a Home Library Service 
volunteer contact Okehampton Library either by email  

okehampton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk or phone 
0183752805  

 
Libraries in Devon and Torbay are run by Libraries  
Unlimited, an independent staff and community owned 
charity.  
 
Join the library for free by filling in the online form at 
devonlibraries.org.uk or torbaylibraries.org.uk. Follow  
Libraries Unlimited on Facebook. 

 
 
 

mailto:okehampton.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk


ROUNDABOUT Page 27 

PURE GREEN RURAL SERVICES 
 

All aspects of fencing undertaken 
Hedgelaying  

Dry stone walling 
 

No job too small 
 

Please Call Ed 07956026511 
 

Puregreenruralservices@hotmail.co.uk  

 
Sampford Courtenay Village Hall 

 
Available to hire for Activities, Clubs,  

Meetings, Weddings, Parties, Shows etc. 
 

We can offer a main hall with stage 
blocks, separate meeting room,  

modern kitchen, toilets, vestibule with  
accessible toilet and ample car  

parking. 
 

Handy location for our historic village 
and church, with outstanding views. 

 
Free wifi.  

 
For more information and details of our 

competitive rates please contact  
 Joy Tucker   07749 522996. 

 

 
 

ROUNDABOUT DEADLINE:  
 
 

Community News, Articles, and Events  
are published (free of charge) in any edition,  
but must  be received by the Editors no later 
than noon on the 13th of the month before  
   publication. 

 



ROUNDABOUT Page 28 


